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1909,$1912,$1917,$1941…$

Significant$Early$Dates$for$San$Francisco$

Amateur$Radio$$

•  As$early$as$1903,$young$men$in$San$Francisco$
followed$commercial$work$in$the$Radio$Art$with$
their$own$wireless$telegraphy$transmiWers$and$
receivers,$spark$coils$and$carbon$rod$detectors.$

•  By$1909,$in$San$Francisco$and$elsewhere,$men$
and$boys$formed$clubs$to$work$$with$likeXminded$
“wireless$telegraphy”$experimenters.$$

•  Their$object$was$to$communicate$over$the$air$XX$$
the$“ether”$it$was$called,$and$they$did,$
someCmes$to$the$annoyance$of$the$Navy$and$
others.$



The$First$U.S.$Receiving$StaCon,$1899$



America’s$First$Transmission,$from$

Lightship$70$to$the$Cliff$House,$$

by$Spark$and$Coherer$

August$26$,$1899,$San$Francisco$Call$newspaper;$

local$and$naConwide$enthusiasm$ensued.$



Navy,$Commercial$Developments$

•  Marconi$gets$across$the$AtlanCc,$1901.$

•  McCarty$in$San$Francisco$makes$a$“wireless$telephone”$
in$1902.$

•  Navy$staCons$operate$in$the$Bay$Area$from$1904.$

•  Lee$de$Forest$puts$“PH”$in$the$Palace$Hotel,$1904.$

•  Cyril$Elwell$works$with$an$arc$transmiWer,$1907.$

•  MariCme$staCons$in$SF$from$1907$–$e.g.,$Massie.$

•  Great$White$Fleet$visits$SF$1908$–$wireless$music.$

•  “Doc”$Herrold$in$1909$in$San$Jose$experiments$with$
with$modulaCng$a$spark$transmiWer,$and$by$1912$with$
an$arc,$broadcasCng$music,$StaCon$“FN.”$



‘Doc’$Herrold$and$Ray$Newby,$c.$1909$

OperaCng$a$Small$“Spark”$Set$

San$Jose,$California;$Ray$Newby$lost$his$amateur$wireless$antenna$tower$in$the$1906$Quake.$$

This$photo$appeared$in$Modern$Electrics$in$1910.$



1909$S.F.$Chronicle$Newspaper$Story:$
San$Francisco’s$“Youthful$Wireless$Operators”$

From$the$archives$of$the$California$Historical$Radio$Society$at$staCon$KRE$in$Berkeley.$$

$This$is$a$photo$of$the$framed$1909$

newspaper$arCcle$about$the$wireless$club$at$

Lowell$High$School,$which$is$likely$an$ancestor$of$

the$San$Francisco$Radio$Club,$incorporated$in$

1916.$$

$

$The$west$coast$commercial$operators,$as$

early$as$1906,$were$all$too$familiar$with$the$

amateurs:$$

$

"8:30$a.m.$The$combined$forces$of$3,000$ham$

factories$are$bursCng$forth$with$their$weird$

codes$upon$the$quietude$of$this$lovely$rainy$

morning."$$

$
Excerpt:$DeForest$Wireless$Telegraph$Company$San$Francisco$staCon$PH$1906$log.$

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$From$Pacific$Radio$News,$1917.$



.$

1909—$

200$to$300$$

SF$Amateurs.$



San$Francisco$Radio$Club$Formed$in$

1909$
•  Henry$W.$Dickow,$later$Editor$of$Pacific$Radio$News,$
callsigns$6HD$and$later$W6JYN,$helped$form$the$Club$in$
1909$as$a$12$year$old$boy;$the$President$was$R.E$
Crowden.$

•  $In$1917$Dickow$wrote:$“In$former$years$there$
flourished$a$radio$organizaCon$…$known$as$the$San$
Francisco$Radio$Club,$having$a$membership$of$about$
fiqeen$operators.$$This$club$was$organized$before$the$
U.S.$Government$laws$went$into$effect$and$disbanded$
shortly$aqer…$twelve$[of$the$15]$successfully$passed$
the$…Commercial$First$Grade$examinaCon…”$

•  In$1917,$Crowden,$then$a$Marconi$operator,$noted$that$
several$of$the$original$members$parCcipated$in$the$
revived$San$Francisco$Radio$Club.$$$



The$Earliest$SF$Callsigns,$1909$

•  Wireless$clubs$assigned$their$own$member$
callsigns$circa$1909.$

•  The$Bay$CounCes$Wireless$Club$used$S$as$a$prefix;$
Ray$Newby$was$SEW,$aqer$using$the$selfX
assigned$call$EZM.$

•  The$San$Francisco$Radio$Club$saw$fewer$than$26$
eligible$amateurs$in$the$City$at$the$Cme;$it$used$
the$prefix$RS$for$Radio$SanFrancisco,$and$then$
leWers$A$through$Z,$e.g.,$RSC.$(ARD,$Jan$’41,$p$43)$$

•  Bill$Larzelere$and$Ed$Stevens$were$two$of$the$first$
amateur$wireless$operators$in$San$Francisco.$



The$1909$Wireless$StaCon$List$from$

Hugo$Gernsback$in$New$York$

Hugo$Gernsback$had$just$started$to$publish$Modern$Electrics$magazine.$

Author’s$CollecCon$



“Ozone$Wireless$Co.,$San$Francisco”$

$

>>>$

$

The$Call$LeWers$“MJ”$are$Likely$IniCals$of$the$Operator’s$Name$

80$Meter$

OperaCon$$

with$a$Long$$

10”$Spark$



Ray$Newby$listed$as$EZM$in$San$Jose$

>>>$ 3”$Spark$at$235$Meters$

Only$Ten$of$Probably$Hundreds$of$California$Amateur$StaCons$are$Listed$



.$

This$Program$of$

the$1924$$

San$Francisco$

Pacific$Radio$

ExposiCon$

discusses$the$$

History$of$the$

San$Francisco$

Radio$Club.$



The$1924$Pacific$Radio$ExposiCon$

Looks$Back$

$$“Radio$amateurs$of$San$
Francisco$have$long$been$

banded$together$in$an$
organizaCon$known$as$the$

San$Francisco$Radio$Club,$Inc.$
The$club$is$one$of$the$oldest$

and$largest$of$its$kind$in$
America,$having$been$

founded$in$1911$[sic,$1909].”$



1912$–$Amateur$Radio$Challenged$

•  The$Government$relegated$amateur$radio$to$
wavelengths$“200$meters$and$down”;$$i.e.,$1,500$
KHz$and$up;$interference$caused$problems,$
reportedly$with$RMS$Titanic$rescue$traffic.$

•  This$was$thought$to$be$a$wasteland;$most$
mariCme$staCons$worked$on$a$600$meter$
wavelength$(500+X$KHz)$and$amateur$wireless$
staCons$did$the$same$–$oqen$annoyingly.$

•  The$1912$restricCon$would$be$like$a$law$today$
that$amateur$radio$could$only$use$frequencies$of$
five$gigahertz$(5$GHz)$and$above.$



DeSoto’s$History$for$ARRL$Covers$

before$and$aqer$1912.$

Many$(most)$amateur$

wireless$operators$

$turned$away,$

once$they$were$$

restricted$$

to$shorter$

wavelengths.$



State$of$the$Amateur$Wireless$Art,$

1911X1912,$in$operaCon$by$$

M.$H.$Dodd$

Photograph$Archived$and$

Preserved$at$the$$

Western$Historic$Radio$

Museum,$Virginia$City,$

Nevada;$This$Photograph$on$

the$Museum$Website$is$$

Copyright$Henry$Rogers,$$

All$Rights$Reserved.$



The$1912$StaCon$Today$

Preserved$at$the$

Western$Historic$Radio$

Museum,$Virginia$City,$

Nevada;$Photograph$by$

and$Copyright$Henry$

Rogers,$All$Rights$

Reserved.$

$

Sharon$and$Henry$

Rogers$received$the$

CHRS$“Doc”$Herrold$

Award$for$2001$in$

connecCon$with$their$

museum.$

M.H.$Dodd$closed$his$staCon$and$sealed$it$up$in$1913,$

$as$a$result$of$the$wavelength$restricCon.$



Between$1913$and$1917$

Amateur$Radio$Again$Flourishes$$
The$First$Issue$of$Pacific$Radio$News,$January,$1917:$



In$1916,$the$San$Francisco$Radio$Club$

ReinsCtutes$Itself$
•  The$Club$reinsCtutes$itself$in$January,$1916,$publishes$a$

“Yearbook”$in$1916$(with$36$members)$$and$$Pacific$Radio$
News,$starCng$in$January,$1917$(Vol.$1,$No.$1).$

•  Henry$W.$Dickow$(6HD)$is$the$principal$of$the$Club$and$the$
magazine$–$he$goes$on$to$a$disCnguished$career$and$the$
magazine$becomes$Radio.$

•  Dickow$was$not$above$doggerel:$$

$$$$“The$San$Francisco$Radio$Club,$$$

$$$$$$Its$members$tried$and$true,$$$

$$$$$Will$furnish$all$the$latest$news,$$$

$$$$$That$may$appeal$to$you.”$

Henry$Dickow$in$1924.$



The$San$Francisco$Radio$Club$

Flourishes$in$1916$and$1917$

•  According$to$Dickow$(1917):$It$has$nearly$100$members$

•  Many$members$are$employed$by$commercial$wireless$
corporaCons$

•  Members$must$pass$an$examinaCon$equivalent$to$the$U.S.$
First$Grade$Commercial$examinaCon$

•  Interference$is$avoided$by$use$of$the$Club’s$measuring$
instruments$[wavemeters$and$the$like]$

•  Prominent$speakers$address$the$Club$and$the$Club$prints$the$
lectures$

•  IniCaCon$fee$is$$1$and$monthly$dues$25$cents$[$=$$3/yr$=$$50$
today]$$

•  The$club$room$is$at$the$corner$of$Frederick$and$Belvedere$
Streets$



Official$Praise$for$the$Club$

•  Radio$Inspector$Lt.$Ellery$Stone$notes$that$$

$$$$only$the$San$Francisco$Radio$Club$and$the$$

$$$$InsCtute$of$Radio$Engineers$$

$$$$in$New$York$had$published$Yearbooks.$

$

•  According$to$Dickow$(1917)$“The$task$of$tuning$
staCons$to$resonance$has$met$with$great$approval$by$
the$local$Radio$Inspectors…”$

•  U.S.$Radio$Engineer$$V.$Ford$Greaves$wrote:$“I$…$desire$
to$congratulate$you$and$the$members$of$your$club$on$
your$excellent$organizaCon….”$

Inspector$Stone;$

later$Admiral$

Stone.$



Club$Officers$in$1917$

•  H.$W.$Dickow,$President$(6HD$in$1913)$

•  D.$B.$McGown,$ViceXPresident*$

•  H.$R.$Lee,$Secretary$X$Treasurer$

•  T.$J.$Ryan,$SergeantXatXArms**$

•  H.$J.$Malarin,***$Examining$Officer$

•  C.$M.$Heaney,$Examining$Officer$
XX$XX$$

$

*Later$(1921),$Assistant$Radio$Inspector.$

**Later$(1919)$also$a$Club$Officer.$

***$H.J.$Malarin$was$later$a$radio$dealer,$1921.$Laurence$Malarin$
(“LM”)$was$the$legendary$manager$of$United$Wireless$and$

American$Marconi$in$San$Francisco$(later$RCA).$



April,$1917$



The$WAR$to$End$all$Wars$

•  In$April,$1917,$the$Government$shut$down$all$

radio$staCons,$receiving$as$well$as$

transmi~ng;$all$antennas$had$to$come$down.$

•  The$San$Francisco$Radio$Club$held$itself$

together$under$the$leadership$of$F.K.$Teeter,$

Jr.$with$only$four$acCve$members.$

•  Amateurs$enlisted$in$the$Armed$Services.$

•  Most$amateur$wireless$clubs$and$all$staCons$

went$inacCve$for$the$duraCon.$



A$Return$to$the$Ether,$or$not?$

•  Aqer$Victory$in$November,$1918,$Amateurs$

looked$to$ge~ng$back$on$the$air,$especially$

with$the$newly$available$vacuum$tubes.$

•  The$Navy,$however,$wanted$to$maintain$its$

warCme$total$control.$

•  Commercial$interests$won$out,$also$liberaCng$

amateur$radio$from$Navy$suppression.$



The$San$Francisco$Radio$Club$Revives$

aqer$World$War$One.$
May$16,$1919$…$in$anCcipaCon$of$liqing$of$the$ban$(in$September,$1919)$$$

ArCcles$of$

IncorporaCon$

of$the$

San$Francisco$

Radio$Club,$

1919$



The$Club’s$Purposes$in$1919$

•  To$promote$among$its$members$the$pracCce$of$and$
interest$in$Radio$CommunicaCon$

•  To$advance$the$science$of$Radio$CommunicaCon$among$its$
members$

•  To$have$club$rooms$and$halls$for$its$members$

•  To$construct$and$maintain$for$the$educaConal$
advancement$of$its$members$Radio$apparatus$and$
equipment$

•  To$conduct$lectures$and$demonstraCons$and$give$courses$
in$Radio$CommunicaCon$and$construcCon$of$apparatus$

•  To$hold$social$funcCons$

•  To$acquire$a$library$and$current$periodical$literature$on$the$
science$of$Radio$CommunicaCon$



The$IncorporaCng$Amateurs$

•  Adolph$W.$Honing,$516$7th$$Avenue$

•  William$Joseph$Henry,$554$11th$Avenue$

•  Francis$K.$Teeter,$Jr.,$365A$11th$Avenue$(who$had$

kept$the$Club$alive$during$the$war)$

•  Eugene$L.$Chaix,$2056$Bush$Street$

•  Thomas$J.$Ryan,$349$7th$Avenue$(a$1917$officer)$

The$Program$of$the$1924$Pacific$Radio$ExposiCon$notes:$$$

“The$first$radio$show$held$in$$$$

San$Francisco,$a$number$of$years$ago,$[1916+X]$$$$

was$enCrely$conducted$by$the$San$Francisco$Radio$Club.”$
$



Francis$K.$Teeter,$Jr.$

By$1921,$Teeter$had$pioneered$use$of$radio$by$the$U.S.$Forest$Service,$calling$on$amateur$

operators$to$sign$on$and$using$World$War$One$radio$equipment$from$the$Army$Air$Service$for$

both$air$and$ground$operaCon.$$From$Pacific$Radio$News,$Oct.$1921,$p.$98.$



1920$CerCficate$of$Membership$

Author’s$CollecCon$

Signed$by$F.K.$Teeter,$Jr.$as$President$and$W.J.$Henry$as$Secretary;$

Clarence$Schomaker$became$Treasurer$in$1921$–’22.$



A$Vacuum$Tube$TransmiWer$c.$1921;$

20$WaWs,$CW$&$Phone,$Do$XIt$XYourself$

Pacific$Radio$News,$October,$1921,$p.$85$



1921X’22$Club$Officer$NominaCons$

•  President:$H.W.$Dodge,$H.W.$Dickow,$$

$$$$E.$Schivo$

•  ViceXPresident:$C.$Thompson,$S.$Fass*,$$

$$$$$M.$Heeder$

•  Secretary:$H.W.$Dodge,$E.$Schivo$

•  Treasurer:$S.$Schomaker$

•  Sergeant$at$Arms:$M.$Heeder,$E.S.$Peterson$

*Sydney$J.$Fass,$acCve$since$1909,$$had$been$a$seagoing$and$

shoreside$wireless$operator$and$established$one$of$the$

largest$radio$and$TV$retailers$in$San$Francisco$in$the$1950s.$



1922$State$Xof$Xthe$XArt$StaCons$

7NJ,$Washington$State.$All$photos$from$an$album$

of$C.$West$(5CN)$Vancouver,$B.C.,$Canada;$more$such$follow.$

<<$Motor$$

generator$

<<$Power$$

board$

Receiver$>>$

TransmiWer,$$

center$>>$

Horn$$

speaker$>>$

PinXup$$

girls$>>$

<<$QSL$

cards$

Keys$^$ Hand$mic$^$

Head$$

‘phones$>>$



A$Sacramento$StaCon$6FH$



6FH$TransmiWer$&$Receiver$$

Note$transmiWer$tuning$$inductances$and$$

the$one$tubular$Audion$(regeneraCve)$receiver.$



6UO$Nevada$

Note$DeForest$Interpanel$modular$receiver$and$Western$Electric$audio$

amplifier$for$horn$speaker,$as$well$as$typewriter$for$“traffic”$and$tube$

transmiWer$in$Bill$Heade’s$staCon$6UO$in$Yerington,$Nevada.$



Cage$Antennas$&$Tower$at$6AWT$

It$is$likely$

that$some$$

amateurs$

enjoyed$

trading$$

staCon$

photographs

.$



Bart$Molinari,$1924$Hoover$Cup$Winner,$

Best$Amateur$StaCon$in$the$US$–$6AWT$

From%the%K8CX%Ham%Gallery,%Tom%Roscoe%$

In$1927,$Philo$

Farnsworth,$the$San$

Francisco$Inventor$of$

Electronic$Television,$

Employed$$Molinari$

as$his$Chief$Engineer,$

at$his$Green$Street$

Laboratory.$



The$1927$License$of$the$San$Francisco$

Radio$Club,$callsign$6MU$

Saved$from$EXBay$by$

Paul$Merrill,$W7IV,$and$

made$available$$

to$the$Club$by$

Ed$Silvester,$NI6S,$and$$

Dave$Bellici,$WA6UHA.$

The$First$License$Issued$$

by$the$Federal$Radio$$

Commission,$

Bernard$Linden,$

Radio$Inspector,$

November$17,$1927.$

<<<$$$“LICENSE$NO.$1”$

Inspector$Linden.$



Earlier$1927$Temporary$License,$

awaiCng$new$US$RegulaCons.$



6MU,$Address:$454$Bright$Street$

•  Power$Authorized:$100$WaWs.$

•  Bands$Authorized:$70$cm,$5$meters,$15$meters,$40$
meters,$80$meters$&$160$meters$(1,500$KHz$to$2$
MHz).$

•  Phone$operaCon$only$in$70$cm,$15$meters$&$160$
meters.$

•  Term$of$license:$one$year.$

•  Silent$Hours,$8$PM$to$10:30$PM$if$interfering.$

•  No$news,$music,$lectures,$sermons$or$
entertainment.$



The$1930s$&$1940s$

•  The$San$Francisco$Radio$Club$remained$acCve$

through$the$Depression.$

•  In$at$least$1940,$1941$&$1948,$it$put$on$ARRL:$$

•  Amateur$Radio$Emergency$Corps$Field$Day$

exercises,$$some$of$which$were$filmed.$$

•  Field$Day$QTH,$Mt.$Davidson,$the$highest$

point$in$San$Francisco.$

$



Mt.$Davidson$(=$A),$SW$SF$



Mt.$Davidson$circa$1940$

Note$cross$at$top.$



Field$Day$circa$1940$

Les$Funston,$W6QQU$in$Amateur$Radio$Defense,$1941$



Hams$in$the$1940s$Movie$

W6BIP,$known$as$“Bip,”$$$

$$$$$Wilbur$E.$Bachman,$

an$early$VHF$enthusiast$

(112$MHz$=$2&1/2$m)$$

operated$mobile$&$

portable.$He$visited$

the$Club$at$89$years$

old$in$1999.$



Bip$at$his$mobile$112$MHz$rig:$



W6BIP$XX$XX$Born$1911,$died$2000$$

$

•  $$Bip$enjoyed$DX$as$a$member$of$the$Northern$
California$DX$Club$(NCDXC);$he$also$travelled$to$
Greenland.$$

•  $$As$an$aWendee$of$the$1965$ARRL$NaConal$
ConvenCon,$he$was$pleased$to$win$a$doorXprize,$
a$HeathKit.$$

•  $$He$was$ViceXPresident$of$the$Club$when$the$
FCC$awarded$him$the$first$Extra$Class$license$in$
the$Club.$$

[Source:$QST$&$SFRC$NewsleIers$[1960s]]$



R.$S.$(Russ)$Hanlon$

Russ$Hanlon,$

W6KJ,$preserved$

the$16mm$

movies$and$may$

have$shot$and$

edited$them.$



William$A.$(Bill)$Ladley,$W6RBQ$

$$$Bill$Ladley$owned$the$Pacific$Felt$Company$whose$large$truck$features$
prominently$in$the$Field$Day$films.$It$housed$operaCng$posiCons$on$Field$Day.$

He$was$an$ARRL$SecCon$Manager$in$1945$and$a$VHF$enthusiast$who$broke$Two$
Meter$distance$records.$The$nearby$mountains$Diablo$and$Tamalpais$helped.$$

<<<$$W6RBQ$



W6PW$

$$$$$W6PW,$$John$
L.$Stevens,$3508$

Sacramento$Street,$
San$Francisco,$was$

at$one$Cme$
President$of$the$

Club.$$He$appears$in$
the$Field$Day$film.$
He$first$appears$in$
Radio$Amateur$Call$

Book$magazine,$$
Summer,$1932,$Vol.$
13,$No.$2.$(CHRS$Archives)$

PW$built$rigs$for$others$and$parCcipated$in$$

record$Xbreaking$5$meter$contacts$in$1932.$$
[QST]$



Other$Movie$Hams$and$StaCons$
•  W6CIS$Kenneth$E.$Hughes$

•  W6WB$Clayton$F.$Bane$

•  W6NF[?]$Jack$Slater$

•  W6CAL$Byron$Goodman$(see$QSL)$

•  W6AXD$(and$the$CQ$Dog)$(but$maybe$W6AXO)$

•  W6CJA$Carl$F.$Frunk,$Modesto$(Frunk$was$6CX$in$
Berkeley$in$1913)$

•  W6AKU$Ralph$E.$Greene,$Los$Angeles$

•  Maybe$Russ$Hanlon$visited$and$filmed$these$
amateurs$in$North$and$South$California.$



W6CAL$QSL$1931$

From%the%K8CX%Ham%Gallery,%Tom%Roscoe%$



Early$1940s,$Successful$OperaCon$

[ARD,$January,$1941,$p.$42]$

224$members$in$1940.$Frank$Jones$was$a$disCnguished$engineer$who$pioneered$VHF$5$

meters$for$commercial$use;$he$wrote$oqen,$especially$the$“West$Coast$Handbook.”$



Ten$Meters$AM$Phone$

High$sunspot$numbers$and$

consequent$good$

propagaCon$in$1947$

through$1951$

$facilitated$ten$meter$$

‘phone$work.$



Old$Timers$

W.D.$Hewartson,$W6NCB,$

(leq)$was$one$of$the$1916$$

Charter$Members$of$the$

San$Francisco$Radio$Club;$

Hal$Ayers,$W6NGV,$was$a$

$Past$President$of$the$Club.$



.$

Leq:$$Bob$Hutchinson,$W6BGW,$tells$W6ROO$about$working$Admiral$Byrd$at$the$South$Pole;$

Middle:$Pat$McGorray,$W6JDP$discusses$finances$with$Gibson$Gray,$W6PUX;$

Right:$F.D.$Wells$(W6QUC)$and$Arthur$Halloran$(ARD$Editor)$do$the$math.$

Leq:$Bob$Hanson,$W6MPC$and$Johnny$Werner,$W6ONQ,$both$exX

W6USA$(Golden$Gate$ExposiCon);$Right:$W6ONQ$and$Clayton$

Bane,$W6WB,$a$technical$advisor$



SF$Radio$Club$members$at$W6USA,$1939$

Golden$Gate$ExposiCon,$Treasure$Island$

From%the%K8CX%Ham%Gallery,%Tom%Roscoe%$



.$

Amateur$Radio$Defense,$January,$1941,$p.$42$

1)  Age$21$and$over$for$membership$but$some$open$meeCngs$

2) MeeCngs$regularly$at$the$same$restaurant$$

3)  =$a$free$room$in$return$for$members$buying$dinner$

4)  Technical$presentaCons$of$high$quality$

5)  Extensive$publicity,$pass$the$hat$to$cover$this$cost$

6) No$discussion$of$finances$during$meeCngs$

7) No$dues$and$no$iniCaCon$fees$

8) MeeCngs$first$social$at$dinner,$then$technical.$



.$
The$Club$surprised$visitors$from$Hawaii,$K6OQM$and$XYL$K6ROJ,$with$a$HawaiiXthemed$party$at$

the$Club$meeCng;$people$all$knew$each$other$from$amateur$radio$contacts,$which$made$for$

fellowship.$On$another$occasion,$the$Club$arranged$meeCngs$and$getXtogethers$for$a$visiCng$

New$Zealand$Amateur$across$the$Country$to$Chicago.$(DeSoto,$CQ,$1941,$p$17)$

ARD,$June,$July,$1941,$p.$57$



1941$San$Francisco$Ham$Humor$

W6QQU$



More$1941$Ham$Humor$

W6QQU$



1941$State$Xof$Xthe$XArt$

Hallicraqers$Receivers$–$100$KHz$to$150$MHz$

<<$S$22$R$

<<$S$27$$

<<$SX$28$$



The$More$Things$Change$…$



Working$Late$Night$DX$at$W6NF$



Too$Late$!!$



Come$to$Bed$!!$



Now$!!$



(How’s$That$for$an$XYL$!!)$



Leaving$behind$a$breadboard$pushX

pull$vacuum$tube$transmiWer$$



Slater’s$Receiver,$a$Pilot$AC$Superwasp$

RegeneraCve$with$PlugXin$Coils:$$

A$very$common$amateur$receiver$in$the$early$1930s,$before$superhets$came$to$the$fore.$



Ken$Hughes,$W6CIS,$c.$1940$

Later$the$ARRL$San$Francisco$SecCon$Manager$during$World$War$Two;$$

He$then$served$in$the$Pacific$Theatre.$



World$War$Two$

•  All$amateur$

operaCons$

shut$down$

•  WERS$

operates$

locally$on$VHF$

(2&1/2$m)$$

•  (War$

Emergency$

Radio$Service)$



San$Francisco$Provided$35$AbboW$TRX4s$for$

SF$WERS$Operators,$$callsign$KGCW$

60$SF$Amateurs$and$Oakland$Amateurs$Operated$in$WERS$



Inside$a$TRX4$112$MHz$Transceiver$



Victory,$1945.$The$Club$meets$again$in$February$1946$

and$soon$has$a$membership$of$more$than$100$

$

Field$Day,$1948:$$Back$on$the$Air!$



Bill$Ladley’s$Truck$



OperaCng$$a$Howard$Receiver$



Ken$Hughes,$W6CIS,$in$the$Truck$

W6CIS$



OperaCng$a$NaConal$HRO$

W6CIS$



Out$in$the$Field$on$Field$Day$

Bill$Ladley,$W6RBQ$leq;$he$had$been$an$AcCng$ARRL$SecCon$Manager$during$World$War$Two$



Mobile$Ops,$1948$



W6PW$$

has$been$the$Club$Callsign,$$

since$the$1950s$

•  In$1957$(and$thereaqer),$W6PW$appears$as$

the$Club$callsign$in$the$Radio$Amateur$Call$

Book$magazine.$$

$$

•  John$L.$Stevens$last$appears$as$W6PW$in$1955.$$$



1950s$to$the$21st$Century$

Amateur$Radio$is$a$Social$PasCme$

•  Regular$MeeCngs,$Nets$and$Social$Events,$including$

a$Christmas/Holiday$Party$Every$Year$since$1916;$

meeCngs$at$the$Bergermeister$Brewery$in$the$

midX1960s,$regular$pastafeeds$and$FieldXDay$

cookouts$in$recent$years.$

•  The$Club’s$Two$Meter$repeater$is$W6PW$(known$as$

“Poppa”$on$145.15$MHz,$while$W6TP$is$“Mother,”$

operated$by$the$Telephone$Pioneers).$

•  Change$of$Name:$“$…$Amateur$Radio$Club.”$



ConCnuing$Public$Service$$

•  Field$Day$every$year$since$the$1930s,$once$
including$visibleXlight$Morse$code$to$the$Mt.$
Diablo$Amateur$Radio$Club$(W6CX)$on$Mt.$Diablo$
in$Contra$Costa$County.$$

•  CommunicaCons$Assistance$at$the$1984$
DemocraCc$NaConal$ConvenCon$in$San$Francisco,$
noted$in$QST.$

•  Members$provided$Amateur$Radio$assistance$in$
the$1989$Earthquake$and$at$9/11.$

•  Support$for$ARRL$ARES$and$SF$Auxiliary$
CommunicaCons$Service$(ACS$=$RACES)$and$
public$service.$$



21st$Century,$SF$ARC$

Alan$Schuman,$AA6ZL$has$long$been$a$Principal$of$the$Club.$



EmComm$as$Important$now$as$1941$



Field$Day$2002$XX$Diversity!$

Miss$Keller$Visits$The$Presidio$Field$Day$Site,$2002$ Source:$KRON$video.$



Early$Wireless$Clubs$in$Colleges$

$•  $$Columbia$University$hosted$a$student$wireless$
club$perhaps$as$early$as$1908,$perhaps$
experimenCng$as$early$as$1907;$aqer$1912,$2XM$
(the$“X”$callsign$meant$experimental);$Columbia’s$
staCon$is$now$W2AEE.$$

•  $$M.I.T.$students$formed$an$experimental$wireless$
club$in$1909;$aqer$1912,$1XM;$MIT’s$staCon$is$
now$W1MX.$$

•  •$$Harvard$students$formed$a$wireless$club$about$$
1909;$Harvard’s$staCon$is$now$W1AF.$$

Source:$www.columbia.edu/cu/w2aee/history/$$



Venue$Diploma$



More$InformaCon$and$Photos$Wanted$by:$

73$de$Bart,$K6VK,$xKV6LEE,$WPE2DLT$

eXmail:$KV6LEE@gmail.com$©$2012,$2013$$$##$


